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House of Burgess: Which side are 
you on, GOP? 

Republicans must now choose: their party or 
country 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


After Donald Trump’s crushing victory May 3 in the Indiana primary, Texas 
Sen. Ted Cruz and Ohio Gov. John Kasich quickly bowed out. Trump is now 


the presumptive nominee of the Republican Party. 


Look, I don’t blame Trump for being Trump. And I don’t have any words for 
his actual supporters. If they can’t see how self-evidently awful he is, what 


could I say? 


But I have a bottomless pit of scorn for party hacks who should know better, 
endorsing Trump since May 3 just because he has an “R” next to his name. 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, Republican 
National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus, former Vice President Dick 
Cheney, Kentucky Sens. Mitch McConnell and Rand Paul, 1996 nominee 
Bob Dole, our own Gov. Mike Pence and other leading Republicans make 


this ever-growing list of debasement. 


Others have been more mealy-mouthed. New Hampshire Sen. Kelly Ayotte 
is attempting to have it both ways. “[Ayotte] plans to support the nominee. 
As a candidate herself, she hasn’t and isn’t planning to endorse anyone this 
cycle,” Liz Johnson, communications director for Kelly for New Hampshire, 


told the Union-Leader May 4. 


House Speaker Paul Ryan told CNN’s Jake Tapper on Friday he wasn’t 
endorsing Trump — yet. “I’m just not ready to do that at this point,” he said. 
“Tm not there right now.” (Trump then threatened to remove Ryan as 


convention chairman.) 


Arizona Sen. and 2008 nominee John McCain said he wouldn’t attend the 
convention, saying Trump would hurt his own re-election. Yet, he chastised 
fellow Republicans who didn’t endorse him. “You have to listen to people 


that have chosen the nominee,” he told CNN’s Manu Raju Sunday. 


A few party insiders have declared they won’t go along, including: 


THE BUSHES: Color me surprised any time I find myself agreeing with the 
Bushes on anything, but here we are. “[President George H.W. Bush] does 
not have plans to endorse [Trump, stated] spokesman Jim McGrath,” The 
Texas Tribune’s Jordan Rudner reported May 4. “[President George W. 
Bush], meanwhile, ‘does not plan to participate in or comment on the 
presidential campaign,’ according to his personal aide, Freddy Ford.” 
Unsurprisingly, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush followed suit. “Trump has not 
demonstrated [the] temperament or strength of character,” he wrote Friday 


on Facebook. 


BRUCE RAUNER: The first-term Illinois governor won’t endorse Trump or 
attend the convention, either. “[Rauner] would not elaborate Friday on his 
decision not to formally endorse [Trump] and said working for Illinois is 


more important than attending the ... convention in Cleveland.” 


LINDSEY GRAHAM: The former candidate and current South Carolina 
senator is a special case. After dropping out in December, he endorsed Jeb 
Bush. “It’s like being shot or poisoned,” he said during a January press 
conference, referring to the choice between Trump and Cruz. The next 
month, at the Washington Press Club Foundation’s 72nd Congressional 
Dinner, he made a joke about Cruz. “If you killed [Cruz] on the floor of the 
Senate, and the trial was in the Senate, nobody would convict you,” he said. 
Around the same time, Bush dropped out, too, endorsing Cruz in March. 


Then, things got even weirder. “[Cruz is] the best alternative to [Trump],” 


he told CNN’s Dana Bash March 18. “[I will] help Ted in every way I can.” 
After Cruz’s exit, Graham told Bash on Friday he wouldn’t vote for Trump or 
attend the party’s convention in July. You took quite a road to get here, 


Lindsey, but we’re glad to have you on board! 


MITT ROMNEY: The party’s 2012 nominee stuck with his March 3 anti- 
Trump speech at the University of Utah. (Though, he did accept Trump’s 
endorsement during his presidential run.) “A Romney aide [stated] by email 
... [He] has no plans to attend convention,’” reported The Washington 


Post’s Phillip Rucker Thursday. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


